
Sea Fly Fishing 
British Saltwater Sport 130 Years Ago 

In Voluttte Ec'yht, Nuntber Two, of 
The American Fly Fisher, ule qfered 
sonte t h o ~ ~ y h t s  on 19th Cerztuc~r 
streamers, and ntetttio?ted that ule ulere 
interested in gettirrg a look at a book 
called Fly-Fishing in Salt and Fresh 
Water; the book was reported to hatle 

sc~vra l  colored plates of salt u~aterf[ies. 
h4useurn rtternber Walter Burr, of Dennis. 

Massachusetts, responded to our request by 
loaning us his copv of the hook. T11e ,full title 
page reads Fly-Fishing in Salt and Fresh 
Water, "ulith sir plates rcpresetttirt,y artificial 
flies, etc., London:,Jo/1rt Van Voor.~t, 1, Pater- 
rtoster Roul, A4.DCCC.I.I." T h e  book, sezlert!v- 
four pages long plus plates, discusses fishing 
for sal~rton, trout, pike, gravlirtg, and sorne 
others, including the species ~nentioned in the 
ntaterial reprinted beloul. T h e  chapter on sea 

{II fishing is ten pages long, and ule reprint it 
in its etttiretv, along ulith the four hand-coloreci 
plates of sea flies. Because of its norrel!v, artd 
because earlv illustratiorts of pike flies arc so 
rare, uw also reprint the author's cornrrtertts on 
pike flies, as ulell as the color plate of the pike 
f ! ~  itself 

You 71 notice that the azithor:r definitiort of 
f(v fishing is fairLv broad; thoti,yh it seenzs 
sorrte of the fish are taken by con~~erttiottal 
casti?tg and retrievirtg, it is clear that others are 
caught b?l handl i t t in ,~  uje<~ltted flies. T h e  
author's equipntent is of special interest, ule 
think, because of the pourer of the fish; notice 
hour far sorrte of then1 run. Notice, also, the 
yreat nuntber offlies t~seci at once. 

Tltere scents no roo111 to doubt that these 
ear!\> flies urere functional streamers -jlies ?,lade 
to intitate sntall fish. It also appears that the 
author had this systetrt offishin'g uiorked out 
quite careful(v afier cottsiderable experirnett- 
tation. A n d  so, though ure have here yet another 
exantple of streatnerfisftin,q in the inid-l800s, 
it seents entirely possible that the use of bait 
fish intitations b-y fly fisherlnett tttay go  back 
vtuch further. It seems equallv likelv that salt 
u r a t e r f ~ ~ f i s h i r t ~  such as is described here, may 

also have a much longer history /hart most 
people inta,yine. 

It is uridely suc<yested that the author of this 
book ulas ttarned Hutchinson, perhaps a Mrs. 
Hutchi~tsott. Little ntore than that is knourtt; 
perhaps sonte of our readers cart tell us rrtore 
about this int~entir~e anyler. 

SEA FLY-FISHING 

Most capital sea fly-fishing can be 
obtained off the coast of Conncmara, viz., 
in Bcrtraghboy Bay, at the Skyard Rocks, 
at Deer Island, and off the Isle of Mweenish 
and the Isle of Arran. The whiting pollack 
that are to be met with there, take a large 
gaudy fly most boldly. I have with a fly 
taken some in those parts, as large as nine 
pounds. I used seven flies at once, and 
have frequently taken seven fish at the 
same time. One day I caught 194 with the 
fly, and the man in the boat with me took 
sixty-eight with two of my flies. I should 
have caught a great many more, but the 
wind blew fresh, and we could not remain 
long enough among the fish when we met 
with a shoal, but were obliged to tack 
backwards and forwards, so as to enable us 
to be continually passing through them. I 
once actually hauled in eight fish together, 
though using only seven flies; one of these 
fish being caught by the lip and the other 
by the tail, on the same hook. I am not 
sure that I could not have killed more fish 
had I used fewer flies, as a great deal of 
time was lost in taking the fish off the 
hooks; but it certainly was good sport 
pulling in so many together. 

I one day went to the Skyard Rocks, 
twelve miles out at sea. One of the men in 
the boat, with one of my large flies, soon 
caught a pollack weighing nine and a half 
pounds; and before he could take the fly 
out of the mouth of the fish, the boatman 
saw a monster close to the stern of the boat 
take my fly, but after holding him for a 

few minutes only, the hook broke just below 
the barb. The water here was shallow, with 
a sharp rocky bottom, and I consequently 
did not dare to give him much line; but it 
was very annoying to lose so large a fish. 
The  men in the boat declared that he was 
the largest pollack they had ever seen. I 
found it quite necessary to use six-link 
twisted gut. Soon after this, I caught one 
of seven and three quarter pounds; and 
one of the boatmen, with a hand-line and 
heavy lead, and a fly that I had given him, 
caught eighteen fish, the largest of which 
weighed four pounds. The weather now 
looked as if it were coming on to blow, 
and the Skyards not being a place to be 
caught in in a gale of wind, in an open 
boat, we thought it prudent to make for 
ho~iic. It is almost too far out at sea for an 
open boat, added to which, such a fearfully 
dangerous and wild-looking place I never 
beheld; it would not d o  to be there with 
much wind from the south-west, as the 
whole force of the Atlantic would then 
break upon these rocks; and it being in 
the month of October, and the weather 
beginning to be unsettled, I did not think 
it prudent to venture there again. A steam 
yacht would be an excellent thing on these 
expeditions, for should the wind and tide 
be unfavourable when you wished to return, 
you could then d o  so with ease, when it 
would be impossible in a sailing boat. 
Scarcely a winter passes without our hear- 
ing of fishing-boats being driven out to 
sea, and never again heard of. 

After this I went to the Isle of Mween- 
ish. It was on the 19th of October; and I 
had not fished many minutes, when I 
hooked a fine fellow with one of my largest 
flies. H e  was so strong, and run out the 
line at such a rate, that although the man 
at the helm luffed, the fish broke away, 
and I found the point of the hook bent, as 
if it had come in contact with a stone. A 
few minutes after this, I hooked a monster, 
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in gett ing hinl vcry near  thc  I~oa t ;  l)ut h c  
thcn mnclr a tlal-t tlownwartls. just as \vc 
thought h r  \\,as going to  give* th r  fight. 
run  out al~oll t  I20 !?ads  of Iinc-, ant1 got 
away. I f(~lt ccrtain that somcL part of th(a 
tackltt had I~ rokcn ;  but o n  cxaminat io~l .  I 
tlisco\~c~rc~tl thc hook to I)c ~,rrfc~ctly straight- 
cnc,d. Soon aftc,rwartls I took c,ight oth(ar 
fish, which w'rc all small. Tlirrc- was one, 
oth(,r rod out ,  and  t\vo hnntl lincbs; tht, rot1 
was I)aitc,tl ~ r i t l i  :I s a ~ i d - c ~ l ,  alitl the* lines 
with hravp leads ant1 nly flicxs, l)ut nones o f  
t h r m  h;rd a 1)rrll: this I ntt~-il)r~tc~tl to  my 
snood 01- cnstir~g-linca I~c ing  of t\\.istc,tl gut 
st;ti~~tktl grity. \vliilst OIIC of the  linntl linc~s 
Iiatl a coarse hcml) snootl, antl tlic. o t l i (~r  
liatl 1in1-1)-string gi11ml). nntl tht, rot1 hat1 o n  
a snntl-c~cal Sol- I)ait. It \\,as ;IS \)at1 a dav for 
this sport ;IS cor~lt l  1 ) ~ ;  tht. hills \\t(,r(v \vliitc, 
~ ' i t h  SIIO\V. ;11it1 t hc r r  was a c.uttillg 11o1.th- 
vast \\*ind. T h c  1)oatnic.n saitl tliat tlicy 
scarcc~ly cavcr rrcollcctc~tl a n  i~lstaileo of 
f i s l~  li~kitig- a t ~ y  1x1it ill s11t.11 \vt~;rth(~r. 1,:rtc~r 
i l l  thcb (lay. lio\\~c~vcr. 1 c;~uglit tcsn oth(,r 
small fish, ant1 thc  Iial-1)-string gilnl) \\,it11 
th(> flicss caught ciglit lisli, O I I ~ .  of t l i(~m 
ncaigllit1g f i \ ~  ~ ) o u ~ ~ t l s .  ~1'11~. 1lt.ml) s~loot l  
\\.it11 thc~ I'lic,s car~ght  only o11c. fish, ant1 
that a small olic; anti t h r  rotl with the 
santl-vc~l ditl not catch a fish. 

7'1i(* nes t  time, I \vt>~rt out it was t o  the, 
Isle of 12rran. ~vlicn I killetl sixty-ninc- 
l'isli, all with my 1'lic.s. I l i o o k ( ~ l  ones 
trc~n~c~ntlorrsly Inrgca f c l l o ~ ~ .  \\~hicli 1.u11 out 
t h r  \\~lioIc~ of my  lints-200 yal.tIs. IIIISOI-- 
t r~ i l a t r l y  t h e  1)oatmc~ii \ ~ ( * r ( ~  1 1 0 1  tluick 
c11ough in I~cnt l ing  on a sc,;r-linc. to m y  
rotl; thry  \vcrc nearly a millrrtc, ;~l)orrt i t .  
\vith t h ( ~  fish pull ing 111ost furior~sly all thc~ 
times. T h e  nlonirnt they Iiatl (lone- it I 
tlir(~\v my rot1 ovc~rl)oartl. \vIic~n a\v;ry i t  
\\.tilt at a ral)i(l ~ -a t c~  for a c.onsitlc~.al~lt. 
distnncc, 1,111 it was too Inlt,; fhc miscliic~f'. I 
susl)c3ct. hat1 1)cc.n (Ion(. I ) (~fo~. (~  1 tlirc.\v t l i c ~  
rot1 ovcrl)oard. \\'c saw. from t 1 1 ( ~  \ r~tl t lcn 
stol)ping of tho rotl, that somc~t l i i~ lg  was 
\\rl-ollg; and on gc~tting ill tht, l:~cklc~ again.  
\vc, folrnd that tlic \v l i rc~l - l i~~c~ hat1 I ) rokr~i  
a l~ou t  ten vards :rl)ovc, t h t ~  I'lv. 

XI y last t\vo (lays o f  sc>;r fly -fi.;Iiing ~ c ~ 1 - c .  

tlic 10th ant1 I It11 of No\~c~ml)cr,  in I lrr t-  
~-aglil)oy I h y .  :\ gt~~l t Ic*ma~l .  \vho \vas tlrsir- 
011s of \\.itncssing this .;or1 o f  fishing. nccom- 
~xr~iic~cl mr o n  l)otli occasio~ls. In tht- t\vo 
tla\rs n.c killrcl .120 ~)ollock, 1)11t iioncb of 
them \vtbrr la~-g:.ca. I one(, liookctl sc,vc,n at 
onc  t ime, ant1 killrtl t11t.m all ;  tlic smallc~st 
\vcighcd thl-c~. n~i t l  ;I half ~ ) o r ~ ~ l t l s .  I also 
caught two small cot1 \\fit11 1)ollack-f'lic~s. 

A\ thc  \vcathc~r now l)c%ga11 to gcat 1-ough 
and stoi-rnv, I ditl not v t s ~ i t r ~ r c ~  out again;  
for t h r  sc,n gr ts  111) vc'ry cll~ickly i l l  those 
p a r t s  ;11it'1 if it I)lows Src~sh 1'1.o1n tilc North,  
it is almost i~nl)ossil)lc to rc,gain thc~ short,, 
slio11ld th r  title I,(% c~l)l~ing at thc samc time,. 

\ll\'hcn I I~caor ol' g t~n t l rmcn  fitting out 
the i r  yachts for Nortvay irtltl I.npland, nntl 
c\.cn to  as grcbnt a tlista~rcc. as  Nova  Scotia. 
for thc ptrrl)oscL of salmon-l'ishi~ig, I callnot 

imagine whv this 1)al-t of Irc*lantl has not 
attractc~d their  at tention; and can only ac- 
count for it hy the fact ol' its I)cbing iin a 
\viltl par-t of that country,  ant1 vc,ry little 
visitctl o r  known.  \\'hen I say \viltl. I mean 
that it is situatctl ill a ])art of Irc~l:~~icl which 
is r~tic~rlt ivatcd,  ant1 consists 1)rincil)ally 
of lakcs, barrcn hroths ant1 nragnificcnt 
mountains: for I for~ntl then I)caasolltry thc~~-cs, 
though vcly r~ncivilizc~d, a ~)articularly civil 
ant1 inoffcnsivc I-arc.. ant1 al)l)arc,ntly totally 
dil'fcl-ent from t h r  rcsst of thc- Irish 1)cos- 
ant ry ;  they arc- sul)l)osc~d to I)e, of Spanish 
origin.  

Youl- snoods o r  casting-1inc.s for fly- 
fishing for pollack must I)(, c~it l irr  twisted 
g r ~ t  stainccl gray,  o r  twistcatl \crirr covcr-c~l 
with paint of a I(batlrn color~r .  that \\,ill 
stand thr  salt watrr. 71'hcb casting-line shor~ltl 
have two swivcls; ant1 \vhc>n th r r c  is a 
gootl l)rc~c~zc~, sul'ficic~~it to ~~~ i ; r I ) l c~  yo11 to 
usr your  largest I'lic,s, thcv swivc.1 ncarcst 
vorrr wlic~rl-lint slior~ltl I)r a very largc 
one,. You stioultl nlways 11c. ~)rc,l)nl'c~l with 
 you^- stroi~gest  as \vtaII as I'illcst tncklr, that 
you may I)c ~ ) r o l ) c ~ l y  nl)l)ointc~tl. \v l ia t r \~rr  
tlic \vcathcr may I)(,. 

No .  I.-71'llis was ;t I'avortritc~ fly with 
plc>nty o f  \vintl. 7iril: ;rl)out hall  a n  inch of 
golcl twist ror~nt l  tho shz~nk of t h r  hook. 
thcn r r d  l'cnth(~r of c.0c.k-01'-the*-rock. flodll: 
I O \ V < ~ l ~  [):ll.t rc-cl \\,ol~stc~tl. It[)1)C2t. [);I 1-1 111 [lc. 
\vorstc~d o r  shag, goltl I\\-ist, orang(, hnrklc, 
lowc~-  p21rt. hriglit t1;rl.k crimson hncklc 
u1)prr ~);II-t. Cl'itr~": untlcr wings cock-of- 
tlir-rock's 1.c3tl I ' c~ : r t I i c~r~ ,  til)lwtl with white, 
ul)l)cbr wings t\vo \vliitc> fc~uthcrs from undt,r 
th(b wing o f  \viltl fo\\rI st:iinc,tl yc~llo\c. Hctrtl: 
largcs I ) l r r c ,  jay's linc.klc~ t\\fistcstl o n .  (Scc 
1)latc I ) .  

N o .  2- 7;ril:goltl twist, t l ic~i  sotlic strips 
of s~valr o r  \vIiitc t r ~ r k t ~ y  n ~ i s c ~ t l .  stainc.tl 
rctl. orangea. I ) I I I ( ~  01. g l . c ~ ~ ~ i .  Boclta: same as 
No.  1. Il'i~t,qv: ~tntl(sr \\rings misctl color~rs.  
of swan o r  t ~ ~ r k e y  staincstl, r11)l)cr- \\rings 
I)~-o\vn turk(3y til)l)ccl \\-it11 \c'hitc. (See plat(, 
2) .  

No. :j.-7iril: goltl twist 1.or1ntl shank of' 
hook, t h rn  mixcstl, small scarlct liackl(~. 
small I ) I I I C >  tlitto, s i lvc~r-~~I i t~ns : r~~t  I~lack ant1 
wliitc fc~atli(*r. dit to stainc-tl orange.  noc/ll: 
samr as No. I. Sholrlclrnr: I ) l \~c  jay. Tli'~i,y.v: 
lowc~r \\rings stai~ic~tl ,  m i sc~d ,  scat-let. I)lrlr, 
orailg:.cB. ul)])c'r wings mottlc,d fcatlirr of 
~)(-acock's H S ~ I I ~ ,  light I)uff \\.it11 I)lack I~a r s .  
(Scca ~)latc, :I). 

No. .I.- 1 Iook rc~vc~rsc~d. Ilo<lj: same as 
No.  1. 7iril: misc~d. Il'i~r,q~: t\vo \vliitr fc-athrl- 
I'roln untl(*r w i ~ i g  of \vilcl I ' o ~ l ,  s t a i l ~ r d  
g r t ~ ~ ~ i .  iT(~rt1: I)luc-stninc,tl hacklc t\vistc~cl 
ro r~n t l .  (Sct  ~)latcx .I). 

N o .  5.- l lsc~l \zrhcn the wc>athrl- is I~riglit 
ant1 not much wind, ant1 madc o n  large, 
trorrt-hooks, two-link twisted gut.  7izil: two 
t r ~ r n s  of gold twist, then o small cock's 
liacklt~ staincd 1)1t1(~ 1.01- tail. Iloc/~l: I-ich rcd 
worstrtl, goltl t~vist. rich 111-ight ~-c.d liacklc. 
I1'1'1;qr: mixc,tl; stainc,tl mallal-cl. I-CYI. vrllow. 
gr-cBcn. IIrcrtl: glrinra-l'o\vl hackle- t\vistc.d 
ror~nt l .  

I have givcw tht, al)c)vct as spc,cimcws of 
a fc\v only;  but I lla\~cb mntlc thc ~)ollack- 
flies of rvcary tlcscril)tio~l o f  1)1-ight ant1 
la11cy colours. 

Your snootls o r  casti~ig-linc~s shoulcl I)r 
tiearly tlirc~c~ yards i l l  I r ~ i g t h ,  ant1 shoultl 
h-a\.(, two s\\~ivc~ls, t h r  largcr onct sho11ltl I)c 
placctl about foul. inclics I~c~low 111c tvhcc~l- 
l ino,  ant1 tlic~ s m ; t l l r ~  s\vivcl allout thc~ 
midcllc ol'tlic~ casting-li~iel. -l'hc lal-grst swiv- 
c.1 shoulcl I)(, two inches in Irngtli, and 
~)rol)ort ioni~I)Iy stout. 

Yorlr rot1 for this fishing sho r~ ld  not I)c 
rnotx. t l la~l  three ynrtls ant1 :I half l o ~ i g ,  
~vith :I strotlg stif1 to1).  :riitI vtSl-y Iirrgc~ rings; 
and the  rot1 slior~ltl consist of t ~ v o  j)ic~ccs 
only ,  .v/)lic.c~tl, as the  sc~;~-\\.ntcr \vorrltl s o o ~ ~  
clestroy ;I 1.0~1 wit11 Ic~.i.rrlrs. Your lines 
sliorrltl I)(* 01 Ii(.ml), some 01 thctln very 
stout. 1'01. r.ougl~ \vc-atllcsr, ant1 finer ontbs 
for calm \vc*atli(*r. -l'lic m a n n r r  ol tlsiilg 
yorrr ~.otl  \ v I ~ ~ ~ I ~  t11ic1('1. a11 easy I)rcczc, is 
this;-volt tlil) al)or~t hall a y:rl.tl of thc~ I O I )  
of thts rotl it1 tho ~ v a t c ~ . ,  holtling tlic rot1 
~ ) c ~ ~ ~ ~ ) ( ~ ~ i t l i c ~ ~ l ; ~ r l y ,  ;111(l w l i t ~ ~ ~  yo11 l'c~,l :t fisli 
striktb. yo11 imn~c~tliatc~ly revcsrsc yo111- rot1 
ant1 1iI;1y y o r ~ r  lisli ;rs OII  ally o t h r ~ .  ocnsion. 
O f  the staincstl llackl(~s. I think thc~ [lark 
orang(. \vtar(. tlc~citlvtlly tlic I)csst. 

~I'hosc* \vho ;ir(. fontl of liantl-lilic. fisll- 
ing. o r  scatti~lg tht, sl)illt*t. \\.hicli c.onsists 01 
a long I i i ~ c *  \villi I00 o r  200 hook\ attac.llc~tl. 
ant1 \vliic.l1. after having l)aitc,tl and s(\t. 
yo11 l(*;rv(% IOI. so11it~ Iiotri~s. \\.ill l'i11cl tht, 
I'ollo\vi~ig haits very gc)otl:- 

I . l~g-\\ .o~.nl:  1'01. cotl. hatltloc,k, l ing ,  
I'lrrkc. I)r.c.ani, tanllin. (.o~lgx~r. sol(,. \ \ - l l i t i l l ~ : . .  

Ilor~~rtlor.;. tlal~a. kc.. 
\ \ ' l~c~lks,  ali;is c.o\v-ho~~ns o r  I)~rcI\ey; 101. 

1111.l)ot. ling. li;~tltloc.k. c.osl. cor~gc~r .  kc.. 
S:II~(I-(TI; 101. ~ ) o l l ~ ~ c k .  trrrI)ot, fI;r t  fi.;li, 

c.otl ;rntl ling. 
(;al.tl(.~r \vorlns; 1'01- l ' lor~ntlc~~-s :111tl mo.;t 

l l i l l  fi.sI1, 
Sc:~lIo~)s:  almo\t too .colt to I)(.  l)ut O I I  

t11t. Irook. l)ut they \ \ . i l l  take l'isli. 
Xlr~\sc,l\: f o ~ .  l i ~ l g .  I)~.c:rm. cotl. \vIiitillg. 

rock-t~o(1. I ~ ~ r ~ l ~ l o ~ ~ k ,  ~nackt~r t*I .  g r ~ r t ) ( ~ ~ .  kc. 
. I ' o  kc.c.1) this Ixrit stc5:rtly 0 1 1  t l i t ,  hook. yorr 
\ \ , i l l  f i~lt l  i t  a gootl 1)lan to t i c s  a I~ i t  of 
tlr~.c~atl I.OIIII(I it. 

I lo1.1.i11g.\; for cod. t t11.1)ol. II;I  kc, l i~ ig ,  
mac.kc~rc~l, \\,liitiiig. xrl!.net. ;111t1 11i;t11y 0111(11. 
lish. 

Soft-sl~t~ll t~tl  c.~.al); most a t l r n i ~ ~ l ) l c  1'01. 
c.otl. I1;ttltloc.k. ~.ock-c.otl. \vlliti11x. lillg, 
l ) ~ ~ t ~ a ~ i i .  I l r ~ k ~ ~ .  11:1t lisli. g t~r t ic~t .  ~ I I C I  I ~ I : I I ~ ~  

ot l io~. fish. 
1Zt-tl alitl gray x:.cr~.r~c.t: 1'01- liakc~, a~r t l  ;I 

Scars otl1c.r fisli. 
Sr~g:.a~.-loo~l; for- liadtlock. \vliiting, c.otl. 

ling. I)~.c,am. kc.. 
hlackvt.c~l; for trrt-l~ot, l ing,  c.otl, liatl- 

cloc.k, 111:rc.kc~rc~l kc.. 111 I'isliir~g for ~,~;rt .kt~~.c~l.  
al\vavs r~sc. xrtt ant1 fisli as I'i~lc. as yorl (.;III. 

-I'hc> \)ass \\rill take any gaudy fly vc.1-y 
I)oltlly. Youl- casting-lint slior~ltl 1 1 ~ 3  of 



Another 11 ineteenth c e n t u ~ v  pike / [ ? I  appeared in ,/ohn 
Rickerdvke's The  Book of the All-Round Angler (London, 
1888). We picture Bickerdyke's pike and the f(v here. The fLv i.s 
s i~nplv  an elaborate, double-hooked co~ltritrance with an entire 
peacock "ejw "feather for a uling: Bickerd-vke also n~entioned 
that "an old Irish fisherman of Banagher told rile that a fl-v rnade 
out o f  the tail o f a  hrouln calf ulas rreyy killing. . . on(v the tip of 
the tail is used." 

twisted gut, and your tackle very strong, 
as the bass is a very powerful fish. On the 
south-west coast of England, I have taken 
them with the fly, as large as fourteen 
pounds. The  fly is thrown as in trout- 
fishing. At low water, and near the mouth 
of a river, try for them near the edges of 
the weeds and long grass. A boat is gener- 
ally necessary for this purpose. 

GRAY MUI>I.ET. 

Gray nlullett will take a small fly: fish 
for them near the mouth of a river, when 
the tide is beginning to flow, at which 
time they occasionally come in with the 
tide in large shoals. 

PERCH. 

Although this is not a sea-fish, it is 
often to be found at the lower parts of 
rivers, where the tide mixes with the fresh 
water; and you will find that a small flat 
fish, not quite so large as a halfpenny, is a 
capital bait for them. I have also taken 
thin1 with a gaudy salmon-fly, by sinking 
the fly and occasionally suddenly drawing 
it quickly. 

FLY FISHING FOR PIKE. 

The follou!i~~g passages are f ro~n the chapter 
on Pikefishing. Obvious(v thepikel lv  described 
does not fit the general nloder~t idea of houl a 
f l ? ~  is defined, but then it does not conlpare all 
that u~!fariorab!~! with the largest sailfish flies, 
or ulith the largest tarpon flies used urith k a d -  

core lines. In any elrent, it is a useful example 
of the extren1e.s to ulhich ear(v inlitationists 
u ~ n t  to create realistic lures. Notice that the fh! 
is "leaded," and has glass bead eyes. 

Jack will also take a very large artificial 
fly. Some persons always use flies in fishing 
for jack, and kill quite as many fish, and 
those as large, as others who use fish for 
baits. You throw much in the same way as 
you d o  the gorge, only it is not necessary 
to let the fly sink so deep; but it should 
always be at-such a depth; that the surface 
of the water may not be disturbed or broken 
by it, (see fig. B, plate 6). The  length of 
this fly, from the nose to the tip of the tail, 
is one foot two inches: you may make him 
thus. Get a round piece of deal, or any 
other wood, six and a half inches long; 
make the belly side of this piece of wood 
flat, and fasten on this flat side some lead; 
now whip on some triangular hooks at the 
tail end of this piece of wood, and let the 
gimp, on which-these hooks are lashed, be 
long enough to reach as far as the head of 
the fly, in order that the hooks may be 
secured by whipping the other end of this 
gimp to the gimp which forms the loop at 
the head of your fly. Now twist any bright- 
coloured worsted round the wood and over 
the shanks of the hooks for about an inch, 
and then tie on also over the shanks of the 
same hooks some stained cocks' hackles. 
o r  any showy feathers, and then tie on the 
tail, tho  feathers of a cock-pheasant's tail. 
Now fasten on a piece of gold or silver 
tinsel by one end only, and leave it hang- 
ing; and make the rest of the body of your 

fly, up  to where the lower wings are 
fastened on, with any coloured worsteds 
o r  wools you please. Now twist on the 
tinsel over this, and fasten it. Fasten on the 
lower wings, which may be two feathers 
from the curlew; then twist on some more 
worsted for about half an inch, and fasten 
on for the upper wings, two eyes of the 
peacock's tail, and then a turn or two more 
of worsted and tinsel. Next get a piece of 
gimp and bend it double, leaving one end 
a little longer than the other, as in fig. G, 
pl. 6; form a loop by whipping a little 
thread or silk round the gimp and tie on 
your hooks, as represented in fig. G:  fasten 
the gimp to your fly just underneath the 
head, and lay the hooks so that they set out 
well from the fly, and to keep them in their 
proper position, tie them in one or two 
places with a bit of silk round the body of 
your fly, but under the wings. Fasten on 
for the eyes two glass beads, with a bit of 
wire run through them, and make the nose 
of the fly by putting on with a painting- 
brush a little red sealing-wax dissolved in 
spirits of wine. The  fly being leaded, you 
will not require any lead on your line, but 
merely fasten your trolling-line to the loop 
of gimp at the head of your fly. You should 
have with you several flies of this sort, of 
all colours and sizes, and varying both in 
bodies and wings. 

We thank Mr.  Burr for sharing his copy of 
this rare book urith us; a feu1 attgling bibliog- 
raphers mention it in various places, but it has 
escaped the notice of nlost people who uln'te 
about salt ulaterfl~~fishingand streamerfishing. 
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