
THE HISTORIC 
AMERICAN ATLANTIC SALMON FtSHER 

The first lo apprecios~ thc merii o f  the American Sc~lmot? 
were the British officer.7 s m r  ro the new counlry on tours o f  
duty. T f ~ e  watprs were vtrrestrir.tt+d and i f  1s not srrunge 
their Indian guides found fly fisf?iny hot11 novel and excjt ity,  
A few decodes Jorer Americon husin~ss men trekked into 
Conadn fa nlnke rlreir own voyages o f  discovery und hy rf7e 
7 W U ' s  upper class Uunndions and A mericons hod formed on 
elire society who leo~ed Crown Lundr, httilt comfortable 
lodqe~ and enjoyed!he roynlism o f  tf?e A llunllc solmon it7 n 
fasI~ion sitnilar To t l~at  of Great Rrifuin. The Sollowitlg lhree 
urlicles hove been selected ro illusrrnre t h i~  historiunl dc- 
vetopmenr. 

Salmon Fishing 
in Gold River, Nova Scotia 

The Province o f  Nova Scotia i s  par excellence the do- 
main of the Angler. From its great inequality o f  surface and 
geological formation; particularly tEw long parallel ridges 
wending from north to south, which form eight tenths of 
itsarca-innumerable lakes dot  the country i n  all directions, 
which generalty communicate wi th each athcr, and end in a 
considerable river. I n  all these Trout abound whilst Salmon 
run up f rom the Sea i n  most o f  the streams; and the 
Province, happily fo r  the angler, not  yet being very popu- 
lous, enough o f  these noble fish find their way up the 
rivers to afford good sport. I am afraid flowever, that i n  
this Saturnian age, it wile not  be o f  lolig continuance, and 
soon be sad1 y thinned, and the finny natives o f  this country, 
like the other American aborigines, or disappear altogether 
bcfore advancing settlement and population. 

Having heard a good report of a salmon stream called 
Gold River, about sixty miles t o  the westward o f  Halifax, 
a party of four Officers o f  this garrison was fornled to  visit 
it as carty as the first run o f  salmon shotrld take place. One 
of the ntrmber who had fished at tlre place several times 
before, volunteered to proceed as OUP avant courier, in the 
month o f  March, to  secure us the shelter o f  a house o f  some 
description; the idea of living in a tent, so early in the 
season not  being entirety agreeable. Our partie quarrie con- 
sisted o f  Major General Sir ) - - - -11 D - - - -n, Captain 
C - - - -y, Mr. A - - - -n, and myself. 

We reached our headquarters, a farm house on a creek 
o f  Cllestcr Basin, on  the evening o f  Saturday the 23rd o f  
April; and fo l lnd that our eatables and drinkables and other 
heavy baggage, wllicll were sent by water, had already ar- 
rived. Thc house had been vacated fo r  our accommodation, 

and there was no furniture; bu t  we borrowed a few chairs 
and tables, and the servants soon shook down our Buffalo 
skins and bIankets i n  the nooks and corners appropriated 
by each. Soon after our arrival an Indian made his ap- 
pearance with a salmon: which was pli~mpcd in to boiling 
water, and i n  l ialf  an I io~r r  we were regaling on i ts cttrily 
flakes. Aftcr a temperate quantum of what the learned 
term"diffissiblc stimulus"and the common people "Wh iskey 
Punch", with the accompaniment o f  a cigar or two we r e  
tired t o  rest. 

Next morning being Sunday, we strolled towards the 
river after breakfast, which was distant a milc and a half, 
with the object to ascertaining the nature o f  the locale, and 
the chaxactcr o f  thc stream, bcfore commencing operations 
on the following day. We found it a very fine stream - bold 
and rapid and considerably flooded - the water having that 
clear brownish t int to  fu l l  promise for the fisher. A 
wooden bridge crosses the river two or three hundred yards 
above the  tide; and we found the fishir~g ground reached 
from this t u  the Falls, i n  successive streams, eddies and 
lioles, a distance of ahout three miles. 

We discovered a small camp of  Mic Mac Indians near the 
bridge, who migrate every summer to Gold R ivcr, during 
the l'ishing season f rom the neighborhood of Windsor. l'hesc 
Indians are the lords o f  the solicl here; a grant of some 
flunilred acres o f  land having becn made to ttlcrn by the 
Government about thirty years ago, wi th a view o f  lcad i~~g 
ttlern t o  agricllltural habits. This has only been attended 
with partial success, for it is not easy t o  wean the rcd n u n  
f rom his peculiar tastes; and more over d ie  land ficre i s  
poor. But  the condition o f  these people is prospcrous- 



they posscss sonic good land near Windsor, fatten bullocks 
for the HaEif,~x market, and come here every summer to 
catclt salmon; partly to  cure and smoke them, whicli they 
do adrnixttbly - but chiefly, 1 suspect, for the enjoyment 
nrch pastime affords tliem, as amateur fishermen, uniting 
the utile with ttic dtrlce. O f  one of them I can say - "omne 
t i l l i t  punc - Torn". Exctrse the pun , Tom; but poor Tom 
only shines i n  Mic Mac. 

We found this identical Indian, whom I have apostrophiz- 
ed I>y anticipation, Fisfiing wi th a md a t  the bridge, and 
two or thrcc squaws wcrc cxtrlting over a salmon he had 
just  killed. As this person, yclept Tom Copp, is destined to  
crrt a figrrre i n  this narrative, I may as well describe him 
bricfly -indeed, cortsidering hc is on1 y five feet high, I could 
not describe h im  in any other way. A t  sotne not remote 
period there rnust have beeti a cross, legal or illegal, between 
our l irtle S~ero's ancestors and some ITsquiniaux tribe, fo r  
the low stature, square build, broad fishy fnce, and shark 
like snouth of the liypcrhorean race distinguisticd Mr. 
Thomas from liis Mic Mac brct l~cren Ilere, who are generally 
tall, and some o f  ~ I I P ~  fine look i i~g  men. From this di- 
rninutive tribe, too, in all probat~i l i ty, Turn Copp inherited 
his sltill ancl luck in fishing, liis rare appetite, his love uf 
dogs, IF~F arnpliibiousness, his ahftorrence of cleanliness, and 
scvcral other good qtraliiics. 

He this as i t  may, tl ic active l i t t le Mic Mac soon gave us a 
tastc of  Ills quality as an angler, Sliurtly after our arrival a t  
the bridgc, whitst gazing itito tfic rapid stream Frum the 
battlement, raging a t ~ d  loarnitig through the arches, we saw 
liitn hook a salmon wi th t11c f ly irn~ncdiatcly above. After 
sotne violent strlrggles and leaps, the f i s l ~  took down the 
stream, under an arch, anrt Tom's line heing run orrt t o  tlic 
last trtrrt of rhc recl, he gallantly fotlowcd. It appeared 
cloubtfill for half a minute wlictlier or not the fisherman 
would be obliged to  take to swimming like li is quarry, fo r  
tlte current was deep and powerful, but  by d in t  o f  clinging 
with his nails or talons, to ttic masonry of the pier, an(1 
scrambling and jumping fronr one rock t o  another, l ie a t  
length erncrgcd at the lower side of the bridge with the 
salmon still f i rm on his line. Hcrc new difficulties met him. 
The line got foul o f  a large trec that had hecn carried down 
by the flood, and tlie exertions o f  the fisl~ threatened to 
break it a t  any moment. Again Mr. Toni committed himself 
t o  the stream - tliscngaged liis tackle, and after a long and 
brill iant struggle, a t  I c n ~ t h  secured liis fisti. 

Previous 111 setting to work on tfte Monday morning we 
found it expedient to engage an Indian attendant eacli, as 
well as to  neutralize liis rival fishing, a5 to  sccure a pride to  
tlie hest holes. Two of my comparrions chose Johnny and 
]emmy - f it ie looking Mic Macs, o f  Ij igli character as skillful 
rod fishers; but  as Tom Copp has only bcgun t o  fish witlr 
the Fly the season l)efore, fte seemetl to be mmewhat i n  the 
background, not withstanding thc illustrious passage at arms 
and (legs) that had iust taken place. However, l~aving a 
presentiment that Tom would prove a valuable aquisition, 
I enlisted him on the spot, and promoted hini a t  once to  be 
my principal aidde-camp and quartermaster ~eneral. 

Wc were all early afoot on  Monday morning, the 25th o f  
April, and the dawn broke on me walking on the bridge, 
watching my arms, lying against the battlcrnent, l ike a 
Paladit1 blowing m y  benumbed fingers and wailing unti l  
Tom Copp should emerge f rom an adjoining wigwam. A t  
length he pratruded his shaggy and coal black head, gwe a 
slight "heough" and was soon by my side. 

Gold River has only been fished with the rod about nine 
years, and one of our party C- - - - -y had been amongst the 

first fihermen. His descriptions of the glorious sport then 
cnjoyetl by the primitive anglers, vtllgo dicers, made our 
mouths water, when contrasted with the comparative paucity 
o f  fish at the present day. For six or seven years the Indians 
confined themselves to  the net and spear; but  latterly Ifley 
b e ~ a n  to  copy the proceedings of the whitc fisl~erman, and 
some of rlicm arc now learncd in the mysteries of f l y  and 
rod. The thickly wooded banks were in the way of the first 
Fishers; but  rnany trees have been cut, down and good stands 
cleared a t  thc hest f i ~ h i n g  spots. Immediately below the 
Falls, which are very fine, is a circi~lar excavation called 
"Cumberland" Basin " in itself a beailtif i l l piece of water, 
affording good fishing. Next t o  this i s  another excellent 
stand called "The I'oint". A l i t t le farther down is "lnccs 
I-lole", so called f rom a Commissariat officer, who in the 
good old times killed fourteen silrnon i n  one day. Relow 
this famous spot are several goocl streams ending in "Oak 
Pool", a stand of great merit. In  descending the river by the 
left bank front this point to tlre "Salmon I'ool", a t  the head 
o f  thc meadow, the stream is very rapid; but there are thrce 
or four eddies bchind rocks wl~ere one i s  litire o f  finding fish. 
Thc meadow is a strip o f  alluvial land, extending thrce 
quarters o f  a mile above the bridge where l l ie  culrent i s  
strong, and contains large boulders, each of which affords i n  
its wake a convenient resting place for the salmon in ascend- 
ing the stream. Close to  the bridge, and down to  the brackish 
water, are several good poii~ts, wlierc, when the river is Etigt~ 
fish are often caught. 

My fndian ally and I first tried the meadow up in the 
"Salmon Huie", but without seeing anything, fo r  Tom said, 
"Him not rise yct. Him coltl." On  returning towards the 
bridge, I saw one fine eddy behind a rock; which indeed we 
hacl fished before, but I thought it probable as the sun Elad 
now risen, that the fish woultl be on the move, anit therc 
forc suspected sotne traveller might halt here to  take a 
breath. A t  tftc first cast of my fly, a large salmon dashed at 
i t  greedily but missed it. TElc unmeanitig countenance of  
Torn Copp would have been a study for a painter at that 
instance; far its vacuity and phlegm suddenly mergecl in an 
expression of intelligence anct t l ic keenest interest. 'fhre small 
black eyes sparkled, and the face becamc that of a lynx pre- 
paring fer a sprinfi on  its prey; whilst he exclaimed undcr a 
mistaken apprehension that Iwould cover the SisIl too soon. 
"Givc him t i ~ n c  -give I ~ i m  time - ", 

Due time (which be it known in the fishing fraternity is 
one minute) was given and Mr. Salma Salar was permitted to  
resume h i 5  position near the bottom, when tile Fly again 
was lightly cast over him. He seized i t  and I struck and 
l~ooket l  him, when he made a desperate rush up the streanl, 
across and down thc stream, and then commenced a course 
o f  most active dancing and leaping; wliilst he was furnished 
with all the music my reel could yield. Al l  this time the Mic 
Mac watched the proceedings wi th a critical eye, and al- 
though absorbed i n  the sport, I could not help smiling a t  
his strange advice, wllcn he feared I was pressing the fish 
too Iiard - ' l e t  h im go - let l i im go", and my rejoinder "I 
wi l l  see yokt hanged first, Tom." AAer much lively play this 
salmon was adroitly gaffed; i t  was a fish o f  thirteen pounds 
i n  prime season. 

Our party met at  breakfast at t e n  oklock.  Seven hours 
active exercise in a cold morning, gave a peculiar zest to  a 
meal; and artlent and perservering were our attacks on dried 
salmon, a collossal veal pie, anrl a mighty round o f  beef, 
to say nothing of parallelograms of toast wit l iout number, 
and fresh eggs by the d07ci1. I make no accoullt of liquids 
and therefore shall slur over the four or five gallons o f  tea 



and coffee expended on the occasion. 
Some o f  the quadumvirate restrmed the fishing soon 

after breakfast, but  others took a siesta, and wcut to  the 
river a t  two a'doek. I t  was agreed that wc st io i~ ld dine at 
eight, and that cach o f  us - catch him how we might, by 
l iook or crook - s i~ould furnish in turn a wlmon for dinne~.. 

Wc wcrc all busy a t  the river side ~ ~ n t i l  dusk, but our 
first day's sport was inconsiderable, being on1 y tlirec fish - 
t f~ough we l~ookerl and lost several. A t  dinner each of us had 
his own miscry t o  tcll. Our worthy chief had not  seen a fish. 
C - - - y l iad all biat caught three - A - - - t i  had four rises, 
but  it was no go; and as for myself, although I had sccured 
three, I ought t o  have bagged a lialf dozen. However onc 
unq~~estionahle salmon, the p~ oduce o f  our sport, was smok- 
ing on thc tablc ant1 t o  it wc set wi th tlie appetites of 
klarpies; whilst the cold round, and the pie looming i n  Iiigh 
rclicf on ttic side tablc, (an invertecl wooden box) s~tpplantcd 
i n  due t ime flip remnants of tl ic fish. 

We had o f  coursc a rccliat~fFce o f  out dinner conversation 
over artl: grog and cigars; such repetition being conceded by 
universal suffrage to  sportsmen of all gradcs and descriptions, 
with only this proviso, that no two rcrsions of thc same 
exploit shoirld exactly tally. Onc lucky salnlon that been 
kookcd anti cscapcrl, weigf~ed tliirteen pounds at rlinncr, 
was f i ~ l l y  c low to  fifteen h y  the closc o f  the second cigar 
and wnr~ ld  liavc rcachcrl twenty it1 the courw of tftc evcning 
if we liad not gonc early to bed. 

On approaclling Oalc Pool, along the left hank of, on the 
second clay o f  our fishing, t fount1 that C - - - y had t~ookecl 
a atrnon, whicli took down tlrc powerf t~ l  rapitl a1 the lowcr 
end of thc hole. Flaving accidently hurt his Itnee, C - - - y 
was llnable t n  pclrsrre tlic fish along n most i~npracticable 
hank, as the water was high; hc thcrcforc gave the rod to  
johnny, his clcver Indian licnctlman, who plungcd at once 
up to his n~idt l lc  in the water, anrl followetl thc fish as fast 
as l ie could down tfic stream. A t  onc placr a long f i r  trcc 
had fallen into the river and cxtendcd l ialf  across; threaten- 
ing a non plus to Mr. Johnny. No  sucli thing, j o l i n~ i y  waded 
all(! flountlcred our to  the farthest branch, and conducted 
t l ~ c  salmon safely around it. Again, lwo rocks stootl tap 
like two obelisks in t l ~ c  n~idcllc of the streatn - l l ie  Indian 
rnanocuvered to  lead liis fish between them, and to  hoist 
his line clear of thc ncarer rock. Lower down wasa large rock 
with a fallen tree athwart i t ,  i n  wt~nsc braiiches t l ~ e  line 
stuck fast; alld here I tlioitght Johnny mtrst inevitably 
lose his fi h. But I undermted thc dexterity o f  an Indian; 
for lie clevcrly ovcrcatnc this tl ifficirlty also; and on C - - - y 
cornitig up, rct i~rncd him ihc rod whcn the salmon was 
gaffrd. I t  tu r~ lcd  out only t r n  pountls in weialit but had 
bccn hookccl by t l ic tail which gave i t  ttirec folct force, and 
ct~abled it to drag Jollnny down t he river nolo vnfcns. 

Salmon Iiavr l ~ a t l  tiiejnnries, and I recollect i n  my boyish 
days catching onc onc Monclay i n  a t~otc where I liacl honked 
d fish on the Sattrrday previous which had carried off my 
fly. On inspecting tliu rnt~i l t l i  o f  lhc captive I founcl m y  lost 
f ly  sticking in it, b y  t l ~ c  sidc o f  tlie f ly  11iat just caught it. 
A n  incideiit soniewf~at similar occttrrctl to  C - - - y (luring 
tlic trip. Flc lioolted a fish which fclt very heavy and took 
thc liberty of sailing of f  with his fly, and a piece o f  lsis 
casting line. Two clays aFter tic caught ttic same fish, a little 
lligller up the rivcr, wi th thc identical f ly  f i rm in his side. 

At  our secontl dinner ancl t1ir0~1gF1 nu t  tlie ren~aiiider of 
our visit, tficrc was more gcncral satisfxt ion i n  talking over 
the advuuturcs o f  the day, for our success had been more 
balanced, and wc had all been tolerably lucky, ki l l ing many 
fine fi sh. Tlie salrrion tasted as well as the first to  two of thc 

party but  the other two werc beginning to exclaim or look 
"toi~jours perdix". As for niysclf I have t l ic misfortune to 
be on all simi1,ir occasions, so filr as salmon is concerned, a 
most perstlrvcrii l~ ictithyophogist ; ant1 I be1 ievc the Major 
a t  Golcl River a similar heretical taste. In fact I estimate 
vcry lightly tl ic man who w ~ n t o n l y  aba~rdons a classical 
dish; fo r  sirch a person can never be a f i rm  friend. What 
patriotic Englislrnian cvcr turned Elis back on a sirloin, or 
abjured a rump steak, or declinecl plum pudding and mince 
pies in their season? I might c ~ s i l y  run over all civilized 
nations, connectirlg them iudissoluhly wi th l i ck  national 
dishes - but  I forhcar. 

C am not about to inf l ict on  the readers o f  tl ie ALBION 
a dull diary o f  our proceedings, b t ~ t  sf~all confine myself to  
the chief incidents. 

Onc day my Aid-Dc-Campc, Tom Copp and rnysclf 
went up the river to Oak Pool, wlrerc after a few casts I 
hooked a good fish. When he had heen plnycd properly, l 
brot~gfit  h im ncar to  the sliorc, wllcrc Mr. Ton, stood, gaff 
in l ia~i t t  ready to  rrccivc him. I led tfie salmon close to  his 
fcet, but after making three fut i lc attempts, the fish dashed 
out into the middlc of the river and plunged violee~lly. Tam 
looked vcry foolish grinning with ex t r~o rd i~ la ry  vacuity 
whcn 1 rated him for his unusi~al awkwardness, l n d ~ c d  
hitherto hc hat1 gaffed brilliantly. At last my Iienchman 
tho i~ght  o f  looking a t  thc gaff, "whcrt. gaff WAS nonc" for 
i t  tiad been wrcnclicd fram it5 f~stcsiings and carried off b y  
the fish. Luckily the wot~nded saltnon conrinucrl fast on  thc 
hook and whcrr aftcr a little mnrc play, i t  was once more 
brought to the cdgc, and Tom scircd i t  hy tlie tail; he prllled 
the gaff out o f  its sirlc and licl(l i t  for my notice, wit11 a 
visiblc expression of face worthy o f  an ogre. 

Anothcr day, after breakfast I procccdecl alone to  a 
favorite strcani bencath a ruggcxl bank, wliere the fishing 
was very diff icult frern the  overhanging trrcs, tl lc rapidity 
o f  the currcnt ant1 the numhcr o f  Iiugc bauldcrs amoiipst 
which it wound. Undcr these circumstances ancl depriverl o f  
Tom Copp? services, i t  might be incoiivrnieiit to  liook a 
large salmon, who no doubt would avail Ilimrerf o f  the 
protecting rock. However I darcrl tlie combat, arid threw 
out my f ly  as a gauntlet. Thc ga:age was soon taken up, fo r  
scarccl y !lac! tl ic simulatetl insect a1 igliterl on thc watcr 
when a huge 1110tgtla s w a l l ~ w e ~ l  i f ,  ~ t i d  1 fount1 I had got 
hold o f  a tartar. Tlic salmon first shook liis head gcntly 
as i f  hc wished to  get r id o f  tl ic strange thing i n  l i i r  jdw hy 
fair means ancl thcn more hurriedly and viole~lt ly. h f tc r  
these iricffectual attempts he got into a passion ant1 made a 
running [cap of six fcct in tl ic air, followed instantly by a 
succenion o f  six or eight morc; ~ l l  tlic l ime striking the 
linc most scientifically wi lh liis tail, as i f  lie had hcc1-1 read- 
ing a chapter in dynamics. A t  Ic t~gt l i  an  finding this course 
o f  saltation was irlieless ancl ex hattst ing, tic rirslicd out into 
thc middle o f  the main stream, h r o u ~ t i t  t i i s  right shoulder 
forward, and away he went d o w t ~  the rivcr nl  tlie ratc of 
twenty knots an tiour, wliilst froin my parricillar positiori I 
c o i ~ l d  not fol low him without jumping 1113 to my chin. Wllcn 
nearly a hundred yards of  linc Elad rtan out, accupying two 
seconds, thc fish shot to his left, described B f i n r  c u ~ v c  i n  
the strearn and brougf~t up in t.hc wakr o f  large rock. Tlrerc 
lie remained inimovablc, no1 wirhstanding all njy cfforts. 
L ike Marsliall Soult heliind thc Garronc, heforc th r  battEe 
of Thoulouse. 

Now, I was situated so that I could not  move dowii with- 
otlt making a turn to  m y  Icft, wliicli wnulrl wilit l lllc* line 
around tlic rock wliere the s ~ l r n o t ~  lay recruiting his strength, 
and an interlnediatc hoialdcr also. Thus circu~nstnnced l tiitrl 



no alternative bu t  to remain where I stood, keep him well 
i n  hand, long fo r  Tom Copp, and trust to  the nature of 
accidents. 

I t  was part of  the river seldom visited by anyone bu t  
myself, from the great difficu!ty o f  approach, and there was 
IFttle hope of assistance f rom any brother Angler. Rut when 
things are at their worst, we know what a pleasant turn 
they sometimes take, and so it proved now; for on  looking 
up the bank a fisher hove in s i ~ l i t  a quarter mile distant. I 
instantly made a signal o f  distress, w l~ i c l i  he acknowledged 
promptly and came running to m y  assistance. He then waded 
along a ledge and a fallen tree to the rock, and gaffed the 
salmon - a fat fine fish o f  sixteen pounds. This frienrlly 
brother of the angler i s  Colonel C - - - n, M.P.P. to whom 
here I offer my public thanks; wishing him all imaginable 
luck both on the banks of Gold River and in the Provincial 
Parliament, 

About the end o f  the first week the General and C - - - y 
were a l itt le discomfited by losing the services o f  their Indian 
attendants. The measles attacked the camps of the Mic 
Macs and poor Johnny and jernmy were put liors de combat 
as f isliermen. Fortunately one of our party was a medical 
man. He used t o  anluse us wi th accounts o f  tl ie insatiable 
and most uncivilized fondness o f  his patients for thc fcw 
simple articles of the pharmicopiae hc had brought wi th 
trim, but  of course they wil l  get r id of this, l ike other traits 
of barbarism, as they become more enlightened. One box of 
pills was grand nlcdicine - bui the sick Mic Macs wished t o  
bc helped on Morrisonian principles, i n  doses o f  ten or 
twelve pills at once - a greediness for galenicals quite in- 
consistent wi th the limited contents o f  the box. 

From one plague o f  anglers on this c o n t i ~ ~ e n t  we were 
quite exempt - there were no flies - but as counterbalance it 
was generally very cold i n  the morning - our wet lines were 
once or twice frozen to  thc rods; and the frigid wading was 
by no n~eans agreeable if no salmon rose; but  wi th good 
luck, no  incanveniences o f  any kind ever annoys a good 
fisherman. 

During our stay a t  the river we lunched twice after the 
Indian fashion - once near the heat1 o f  tl ie meadow, and 
again a t  Ince's Hole; on  both occasions we had a salmon 
roasted. The process is this. A large fire is made on some 
pleasant spot by the bank generally near some fishing ground. 
.A salmon fresh caught i s  split open, cleaned and the back- 
bone is taken out. I t  is thcn spitted longitudinally ona piece 
of wood, with tliree or four skewers across, and the spit i s  
thrust into the ground before the fire. First one side is done, 
and then thcotl ler and when the whole roast Fs accomplisl~ed 
the fish and spit are placed on a birch bark dish, atld placed 
on the knees o f  the master o f  the feast. The inexpressibles 
o f  tl ie angling brotherhood ought not  t o  be offended a t  
salmon fat, therefore if a little exudes, unless it is scalding it 
is of no consequence. 

The correct mode on such occasions is  to eat wi th the 
fingers but we used forks; and moreover instead of imitating 
our Mic Mac Friends, who are all teatotallers, i n  lapping from 
the river, each man produced a bottle of Porter frorn his 
pocket, handed the lndian attendant a foot or two of 
tobacco, and then complacently lighted his own cigar. A l l  
this time a second siilrnon was roasting for our red staff, 
and certain bottles o f  tea prepared for their use were dis- 
tributed amongst them. These poor people appeared to  
enjoy their meat immensely, cramming their capcious mouths 
with long portions o f  the fish, dropped in endways as the 
Neapolitans eat macaroni; and as for Mr. Thomas Copp d l 0  
possessed great natural advantages for this, he pitched in tlie 

Thp Arnericotl salnron fisher it~heriird his t~c l~ lnfc-~/ l  Itnow 
how from pracfi.w.s developed ulotiq thr batrks of  Irish, 
Scorch o t ~ d  Etrglisl~ rivers. 

fragrant flakes a t  a rate that distanced all competition. 
Mais revcnons a nos moutons, altlrough our littoral 

moutons do not  deserve it; for tliosc w h ~ c h  our friend 
C - - - y had purchased fo r  us consistecl without a figure o f  
nothing but  wool, and skin and bone and horns; and were 
only fit to  make a meagre broth, when the bones were well 
pounded to  extract the marrow. About the encl o f  the second 
week we found that rounds o f  beef and vedl pies, however 
vast wil l  not  last forever, exposed t o  the assaults o f  four 
hungry fishermen and thcir servants, white and red, however 
eked out  by the friendly salmon. There was nothing but  
eggs and potatoes to be had i n  the  neighborhood. An 
innocent calf, indeed of the Renus "staggering bob" having 
come t o  an untimely end, we obtained a side of the veal 
which kept us alive twa days. A t  length we found ourselves 
under tl ie necessity o f  visiting Chester one day i n  quest o f  a 
dinner, which we ate at Smith's comfortable Inn  i n  tlie 
pleasant society of t w o  brother anglers of our acquaintance 
who had their headquarters there. Whenabout t o  stdrt home, 
A - - - n, l ike an excellent purveyor bethought o f  visiting the 
larder, where he found the remains of tl ic dinner. Ele 
pounced upon a leg o f  roast pork, a breast o f  veal, three 
quarters o f  a ham and rernorsclessly carried off  these, 
telling the bereaved Mrs. Smith to add them to the bill. 

Towards the close of the third week the fishing had con- 
siderably fallen off  - the first run o f  large fish was nearly 
over, and so many fishers were exercising their vocations 



inal l  directions,that it wasno easy matter to  catch a salmon. 
A t  this t ime the poor fish were sadly persecuted, and it was 
a very lucky individual who steered clear of the four or five 
tiers o f  nets on each side o f  the mouth o f  the river, escaped 
from Tom Copp at the Irridge, evaded the spears of the 
orher rndians along the meadow, and the f l ies of thirteen 
or fourteen rod fishers threshing Cumbedand Pool and at 
the bot tom o f  the falls. Moreover we found we had enough 
now o f  exercise and amusement. Rising at threc or four 
o'clock In the morning, and twisting and twining every 
musclc in the body amidst rocks jungle, fill! of the horrid 
American thorn, and floundering i n  the Water amphibiously 
unti l  ten, and again f rom two till dusk, might be admirable 
training for a pugilist or a runner against time, but was 
detrop for grave and steady gentlemen o f  f i f ty or over, or 
even younger people. Consequently oti morning of Sunday 
the 15th o f  May, we resoIved to  start for Halifax via 
Windsor, after first trying t o  catch a fish to take home with 
11s. 

But the fates were adverse. The morning was cold and 
wet and the salmon lazy. I rose one bu t  it would not  stir a 
second time. A - - - n hooked two and lost them. C - - - y 
after a cast or two wisely went to bed. And our excellent 
chief had the mortification t o  lose a fine fish aftcr long play 
by the bungling of his Indian, who was the on1 y bungler in 
the camp. 

A list o f  fish killed daily by each o f  us, with their weight 
had been regularly kept and I i i ~ n g  over thc mantel-piece 

of our mess room. On summing up they amounted to a 
hundred and fourteen, weighing about eleven hundred 
pounds. This was an average of about ten pounds apiece. 
We had caught several fine salmon o f  fourteen and fifteen 
pounds apiece, fu l l  o f  marine strength and vigor, wi th the 
parasitic insects of thc salt water s t i l l  adhering to their skin; 
and on the whole had passed the three weeks most agreeably. 

A tinge o f  melancholy shades the mind on leaving tlse 
scene of recent enjoyment. And I believe we all felt  somc- 
tl l ing like this when tying up our fishing rods and parting 
with the Mic Macs. As fo r  my friend Tom Copp, he anrl I 
had virtually concluded a treaty offensive and defensive - or 
rather he swore allegiance to  me on all future occasions 
when visiting Gold River, and promised to  come to  see me 
a t  Halifax. Perceiving that his much worn blanket coat was 
become a coat of mail with the encrt~stetl blood of a 
heczacomb of salmon, and that his other nondescriptgar- 
rnents were i n  most miserable plight; I indued his squat 
figure wit11 a cast o f f  fishing jacket, waistcoat and trousers, 
presented him with divers superannuated pairs o f  shoes and 
stockings, and placed a straw Eiat wreathed around witti 
flies and casting lines on his greasy head. I then dismissed 
him wi th a present of moncy. I hopc this active Mic Mac wil l  
not entertain any unseemly feeling of vanity i n  his new 
dress; aEt11ough o f  this I have some doubts, for Tom's ward- 
robe is now beyond aIl question the first in his tribe. 

N. Y. ALBION (1843) 

Speotring .salmotl wa.7 ~ ~ i c e  considered n Bril lsl7 gentleman 5 
gamP und pruclifed in Norlh An7erfco for muny yelrrs d~tring 
u17d o f t ~ r  pioneer setilcmcnt. 
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